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To His Excellency the Right Hon. Baron Carrington, P.C., K.C.M.G.—Your
Excellency.—The following of the Aborigines and half-castes on the Maloga
Aboriginal Mission Station, and the neighborhood thereof, hereby showeth that while
grateful for the benefits conferred upon them by the liberality of our Government, in
aiding the Aborigines Protection Association to provide a home for them and their
families, and also recognising their debt of gratitude to that association, they would
suggest that on the recommendation of that society those among us, who so desires,
should be granted sections of land of not less than 100 acres per family in fee simple
or else at a small nominal rental annually, with the option of purchase at such prices
as shall be deemed reasonable for them under the circumstances, always bearing in
mind that the Aborigines were the former occupiers of the land. Such a provision
would enable them to earn their own livelihood, and thus partially relieve the State
from the burden of their maintenance. We think that such a provision would be far
more in accord with the wishes of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria in this
the jubilee year of her reign than many of the methods adopted to celebrate that
occasion, and also that it would be a fitting memorial in connection with the
celebration of the Centenary of the colony. Trusting that your Excellency will see fit
to grant our petition, your petitioners will, as in duty bound, ever pray. On behalf of
the petitioners.— Robert Cooper, Samson Barber, Aaron Atkinson, Hughy Anderson,
John Cooper, Edgar Atkinson, Whyman McLean, John Atkinson (his mark), William
Cooper, George Middleton, Edward Joachim (his mark).



